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Russia and the Republics 
span two continents. The 
part of the region that 
lies to the west of the 
Ural Mountains is part 
of Europe. The part of 
the region that lies to 
the east of the Urals is 
part of Asia. 

Use the Unit Atlas to 
add to your knowledge of 
Russia and the Republics. 
As you study the maps 
and charts, notice 
geographic patterns and 
specific details about 
the region. 

Jot down answers to 
the following questions 
in your notebook. 

Making Comparisons 

1. What ocean lies to the 
north of Russia and the 
Republics? How might 
this ocean affect the 
region's climate? 

2. How much deeper is 
Lake Baikal than the 
deepest lake in the 
United States? 

3. Based on these maps and 
charts, which region do 
you think has the higher 
population density: Russia 
and the Republics or the 
United States? Why? 
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World's Deepest 
Lake Baikal 

Asia [Russia] 
5,715 feet 



U.S. Deepest 
Crater Lake 

North America 
1,932 feet 



Caspian Sea 

Europe-Asia 
3,363 feet 



Lake Issyk-Kul 

Asia CKyrgyzstan) 
2,303 feet 
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Comparing Data 



Russia and 
the Republics 





PACIFIC 
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8,600,340 sq mi 



Continental 
United States 



3,165,630 sq mi 





Russia and 
the Republics 

289,730,000 

United States 

281,422,000 
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In 199 1; the political 
geography of Russia and 
the Republics changed 
dramatically. For 
decades, the regions 
15 republics had been 
part of the Soviet Union. 
Each of the republics 
became independent 
after 199 1 ; when the 
Soviet Union collapsed. 

Study the map of the 
former Soviet Union 
and the map of Russia 
and the Republics today. 
Then answer these 
questions in your 
notebook. 



Making Comparisons 

1 . Where are most of the 
region's smaller republics 
located? 

2. What was the largest 
republic in the Soviet 
Union? What is the 
largest republic in the 
region today? 

3. To which of the Soviet 
Socialist Republics did 
Kaliningrad belong? 
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These two pages contain 
a pie graph and three 
thematic maps. The 
pie graph shows the 
religions of Russia and 
the Republics. The maps 
show other important 
features of the region: 
its different climates ; 
numerous ethnic groups, 
and population density. 
After studying these 
two pages, answer the 
questions below in your 
notebook. 

Making Comparisons 

1. Where is the population 
of Russia and the 
Republics most dense? 
Which climate do those 
areas have? How might 
climate affect population 
density? 

2. How would you describe 
the ethnic and religious 
populations of Russia 
and the Republics? 
Which is the most wide- 
spread ethnic group in 
the region? 
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Regional Patterns 



Religions of Russia and the Republics 




Other Christian 4.5°/o 



SOURCE: Britannica Book of the Year 2000 
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Regional Data File 



Country/ 
Capital 



Population Life Expectancy 3 Birthrate Infant Mortality 

[2000 estimate] (years] [per 1,000 pop.] [per 1,000 live births] 

[2000] [2000] [2000] 



Study the charts on the 
countries of Russia and 
the Republics. In your 
notebook; answer these 
questions. 

Making Comparisons 

1- Which five republics 
have the highest infant 
mortality rates? Do you 
notice any pattern? 

2. Examine the literacy rates 
for the region. What do 
the figures tell you about 
the value placed on 
education in the region? 



Sources: 

CIA World Factbook 2000 online 
Europa World Year Book 2000 
Human Development Report 2000, 

United Nations 
International Data Base [IDB], 2000 

updates, U.S. Census Bureau online 
Merriam-Webster's Geographical 

Dictionary, 3d ed., 1998 
Statesman's Yearbook 2001 
WHO Estimates of Health Personnel, 

1998, World Health Organization 

online 

World Almanac and Book of Facts 2001 
World Education Report 2000, 

UNESCO online 
2000 World Population Data Sheet, 

Population Reference Bureau online 

Notes: 

a Life expectancy figures for Russia 
and several other republics in the 
former USSR declined significantly in 
the 1990s. 

b A comparison of the prices of the 
same items in different countries 
is used to figure these data. 

c Includes land and water, when 
figures are available. 
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